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“Don't I have the right to do with you people
of Israel what the potter did with the clay?
You are in my hands just like clay in the
potter's hands.  Jeremiah 18:6
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VALE DIARY DATES

Tue 25" Aug 2.15pm Ladies Guild - Janet Wright

Tues 8" Sept  7.30 pm Church Meeting

Sun 13" Sept  Notes for OCTOBER-NOVEMBER Herald due today

Mon 21st Sept  7.00 pm Deacons Meeting (tbc)

Tue 22" Sept  2.15 pm Ladies Guild - Joyce Brierley

The following regular meetings take place at Vale , All are welcome.

Sunday Meeting for prayer and quiet before
Church Service

9.45 am - 10.15 am

Monday Elevenses, come and have a cuppa
and chat in a relaxed atmosphere
Community Keep Fit

10.30 am to 12 noon

4.00 - 5.00 pm

Tuesday Men’s Prayer meeting
Prayer / Bible Study meeting at Vale

Ladies Guild (4th Tuesday in the month)

10.00 am to 11.00 am
7.30 pm to 9.00 pm
2.15 pm

Thursday | Parent and toddler Group
(Term Time only)

Tai Chi

9.30 am to 11.30 am

1.30 pm -3 pm

Friday Prayer for our Community

Rock Solid Youth Church

10.30 am -11.30 am

7.00 pm - 8.00 pm

Saturday Men’s breakfast (1st & 3rd Saturday)

8.30 am to 10.00 am




"You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ".1 Peter 2:5

My introduction to dry stone walls
came on a Junior School trip when | was
11, when the coach (we called them Trip
Buses) we were travelling in hit a dry stone
wall on our way to Richmond, North
Yorkshire through very narrow windy
roads. Thankfully no damage was done to
bus or wall. There are around 5,000 miles
of dry stone walls in Yorkshire alone. Their
design makes them able to withstand the
impact of animals and, apparently,
coaches too!

Dry stone walls are 'dry' because they
are made without mortar, simply relying on
their complex structure to stay up. They
take time to build, and use about a tonne of &
stone per metre, all lifted by hand! They
are extremely robust and a well made wall should last for at least
100 years with minimal maintenance..

A good dry stone waller never picks up a piece of stone
twice but amazingly is able to look at a pile of walling stone and
pick up the right size and shape of stone every time. Which made
me think this is kind of a parable.

The epistle of Peter describes Christians as ’living stones’
being built into a spiritual house, the Church. Just as the expert
waller can scan a pile of stones and put them together
immediately in just the right place, so can God. He surveys the
collection of ‘living stones’ and unerringly places us just where
we fit best. You may not realise it but you are exactly where God
can best use your unique talents. You may not be able to see it
but God knows exactly what he is doing, just like the waller.
Trust him.

Kath Lawson



Vale News
Family News

We send our sincere sympathy to Margaret Noble and all the family on
the death of Pauline, a beloved sister and aunty on June 16th.

Christine Clark has done so well after her knee surgery and by the time
you read this, Margaret Noble may have had her new knee. We wish
her a speedy recovery.

Margaret Stansfield is settling in nicely at Mill Reed and enjoys visitors.

Janet Waithaka’s daughter Natasha gave a Tea
Party on July 11th at Vale for her Mum’s 80th
birthday. Congratulations and love from us all.

Derek Lawrence preached at our 175"
Anniversary service and for his ‘rope
trick’, he was ably assisted by Coby
and Zac.

Flowers for May were provided by Kath & David Kerr (in memory of
Roger) and for June by our anonymous donors from our Flower Fund.
Thank you for all donations and a big Thank You to Kath and Christine
for the lovely arrangements for our Anniversary.




Ladies Guild

June 23rd's speaker was Joyce Brierley who spoke about her time in the
Girls’ Brigade which she joined in 1959.

She told us the history of the Girls’ Brigade and brought some uniforms
which brought back memories for mums and grandmothers.

Joyce rose to the position of Commissioner and attended Executive
Council meetings in London as Region 2 representative, doing two
6-year terms.

It was a pleasure to see Susan Mitchell and Joy Walker.

On August 25th, Janet Wright will be showing us more of her pictures
and on September 22nd we will see Joyce Brierley’s pictures of her
holiday in Llandudno.

Both ladies are talented photographers, and their pictures are always
beautiful.

/ Top 10 reasons God made Eve K
1. God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in

the garden because he would not ask for directions.

2. God knew that one day Adam would require someone to locate and
hand him the remote.

3. God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf
when his wore out and would therefore need Eve to buy one for him.
4. God knew Adam would never be able to make a doctor, dentist or
haircut appointment for himself.

5. God knew Adam would never remember which night to put the
rubbish out.

6. God knew if the world was to be populated, men would never be
able to handle the pain and discomfort of childbearing.

7. As the Keeper of the Garden, since he didn’t have metal sheds or
greenhouses, Adam would never remember where he left his tools.

8. Apparently, Adam needed someone to blame his troubles on when
God caught him hiding in the garden.

9. As the Bible says, “It is not good for man to be alone!”

10. When God finished the creation of Adam, He stepped back,
ﬁatched His head and said, “I can do much better than that!”




Cockney Lord’s Prayer

Hello, Dad,

up there in good ol' Heaven,

Your name is well great and holy,

and we respect you, Guv.

We hope we can all "ave a butcher's at Heaven
and be there as soon as possible:

and we want to make you happy, Guv,

and do what you want ‘ere on earth,

just like what you do in Heaven.

Guv, please give us some Uncle Fred,

and enough grub and stuff to keep us going today,
and we hope you'll forgive us when we cock things up,

just like we're supposed to forgive them who annoy us and do
dodgy stuff to us.

There's a lot of dodgy people around, Guv;

please don't let us get tempted to do bad things.

Help keep us away from all the nasty, evil stuff,

and keep that dodgy Satan away from us,

‘cos you're much stronger than ‘im.

You're the Boss, God, and will be for ever, innit?

Cheers!

God is talking to one of his angels and says,
“Do you know what | have just done?
| have just created a 24-hour period of alternating
light and darkness on Earth. Isn’t that good?”
The angel says, “Yes, but what will you do now?”
God says, ‘I think I'll call it a day.”



“Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering.” (Mark 8:31)

Did you ever have a truly inspiring teacher? In your schooldays, was
there someone who really made a subject come alive? A teacher who
embodied the excitement and appeal of a subject so that you could feel
it, too? There’s a very cruel saying that those who can, do, and those
who can’t, teach. The best teachers, of course, both do and teach. The
science teacher whose practical experiments are inspirational and fun.
The swimming tutor who jumps in the water and shows you how to do
the stroke. The football coach who is on the pitch with you, not standing
on the touchline. The drama teacher who gets the best out of every
student by taking each role in turn. The same applies to those with no
formal title as teacher, but who still teach us about life, and about faith
—inthe practical example of their own faithful lives. God the teacher
knows the value of the practical example.

In Jesus, God gave us the supreme example of divine love for human
beings, by becoming human. By getting in the water, joining in the
game, showing us exactly how the part should be played. Both teacher
and example.

Some lessons are easier to learn than others. Peter accepted that
Jesus was the Messiah. What he found more difficult to understand
was the kind of Messiah Jesus was. In fact, all of the pupils around
Jesus found it hard to absorb their teacher’s difficult lessons. About
suffering and redemption, humility and forgiveness. About the nature
of God, and of the Messiah. Jesus knew that he would have to show,
rather than tell.

The cross is the focus of Mark’s Gospel, more so even than the others.
The cross, the ultimate example, the teaching aid beyond comparison.
Jesus didn'’t just say, “Love God with all your heart.” He showed his
own love for his heavenly Father by accepting his destiny on the cross.
Jesus didn’t just say, “Love your neighbours.” He laid down his life for
them. Jesus didn’t just say, “Love your enemies.” On the cross he
forgave them and prayed for them. Jesus lived and died the lesson of
love. And he asks us to take up our own cross, to follow him, to be
prepared to make sacrifices in the name of the one who made the
greatest sacrifice of all. >



The gospel is about Jesus doing. There are no long teaching
passages, no direct parallels to Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount or
Luke’s Sermon on the Plain. But Mark’s Jesus does employ one
obvious technique of a teacher — repetition. Three times in three
chapters, beginning with Mark chapter 8, Jesus speaks about his
coming death... to hammer the point home, like nails through stubborn
flesh.

Jesus is still teaching today, teaching us... and teaching through us.
Not many of us have the formal title of teacher, whether in classroom
or church. But we all have a teaching ministry, and we are all on
teaching practice. It’s called practising what you preach. Living out, in
the week and the world, what we say in church on Sunday. Following
the supreme example of a teacher who put his words into action. But
because we’re all human, all fallible, we won'’t always get it right. And
it won’t always be easy. It wasn’t easy going to the cross, as the
anguish in Gethsemane revealed. For us, too, there are often difficult
decisions, painful choices to make between what we want to do and
what we know we ought to do... if we're to witness faithfully to Jesus
and take up our cross.

“Those that can, do. Those that can’t, teach.” Not only is the saying
unkind —it’s also inaccurate. Because those who can’t do, can’t teach.
Not successfully anyway. The most effective teachers are those who
also do. To use a modern idiom, if we’re to bring the good news of
Jesus to others, it's no good talking the talk if we don’t also walk the
walk!

Rev. Stuart Ansell

/A £50 note and a £1 coin were having a conversation.. As they
talked,The £50 reminisced about the interesting life he had,
travelling all over the country. “I've been to the finest restaurants,
theatres, casinos, and amusement parks,” he said. “I even want on
a Caribbean cruise once. Where have you been?” “Oh,” said the
£1 coin, “I've been to a Methodist church, an Episcopal church, a
Baptist church, and a Lutheran church.”

QVhat’s a church?” asked the £50 note.




There once was a gardener proud

Whose tree stood lifeless and bowed

No blossom no shoot, no promise of fruit
Just branches all brittle and cowed

But rather than tending the root

He stapled on store bought fruits

When the apples hung bright,

He smiled at the sight

In the hope that it was thriving and true
But those apples soon darkened and dried
Their sweetness all shrivelled inside
They withered and fell

As false things would tell

And rotted where vain hopes had lied.
Let those who are wise understand

New life is not wrought by our hand

The root must be tended,

A new heart apprehended

Or no living fruit will withstand.




Roomfield events & Services
26/07/26  10.45 Rev Irene Greenman

02/08/26  10.45 Rev Stuart Jenkins (Communion)
09/08/26 10.45 TBA

16/08/26 10.45 Rev Irene Greenman

23/08/26 10.45 Shared Ministry

31/08/26 10.45 Rev Nikki Jenkins

06/09/26 10.45 Rev Stuart Jenkins (Communion
13/09/26  10.45 Rev Chris Upton

20/09/26 10.45 TBA

27/09/26 10.45 Rev Nancy White

04/10/26 10.45 TBA

An up to date programme of events can be found on the
church website: roomfieldchurch.org

Churches Together in Todmorden: todmorden.org.uk

How long does a giraffe sleep?

A giraffe sleeps standing up, sometimes with its eyes half open and ears still
twitching. It usually gets no more than 30 minutes a night, the shortest of any animal
on Earth. A snow leopard, on the other hand, can nap for as much as 18 hours a day.
From the animals who barely sleep to the ones who rarely wake, they've inspired our
new collection with Night Lark. Designed for both children and adults, the brand-new
bedding range features beautifully illustrated animal designs.

Tigers sleep for up to 20 hours a day, and they dream. Watch closely and you'll see
paws and whiskers twitch as they chase imaginary prey.

Elephants get by on just 3 to 6 hours a night. With around 16 hours a day spent
eating, there's little time left over for sleep.

Flamingos sleep balanced on one leg. Their joints lock into place so they stay
perfectly steady, and tucking one leg away helps them hold in body heat.

Chester Zoo
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i True belonging is not passive..

i It's a practice that requires us to be
I vulnerable, get uncomfortable and
E learn how to be present with people
i without sacrificing who we are.

i Brene” Brown
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News or contributions to vale12@live.co.uk



